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SIGNED A MOORE AND DATED SEPTEMBER 30 1914 
ENTITLED ‘THE FIRST BRITISH SUBMARINE TO SINK A GERMAN WARSHIP BY TORPEDO THE E9’

SIZE: 41CM HIGH, 51 CM WIDE – 16 INS HIGH, 20 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

WHEN THE BRITISH NAVAL SUBMARINE SERVICE WAS FORMED IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY SUBMARINES WERE NOT AT
ALL POPULAR. THE FIRST SEA LORD ADMIRAL SIR ARTHUR K WILSON VC VEHEMENTLY OPPOSED THEIR INTRODUCTION
TO THE ROYAL NAVY STATING THAT SUBMARINES WERE ‘UNDERHAND, UNDERWATER AND DAMNED UN-ENGLISH’ AND

WERE ‘NO OCCUPATION FOR A GENTLEMAN’. HE ALSO SAID THAT IN TIME OF WAR ANY SUBMARINER CAPTURED SHOULD
BE ‘HANGED AS A PIRATE’.

THE E9 WAS THE FIRST SUBMARINE TO EVER SUCCESSFULLY TORPEDO AND SINK AN ENEMY SHIP AND SHE WAS ALSO
THE FIRST TO FLY THE ‘JOLLY ROGER’ AS A BATTLE HONOURS FLAG. LIEUTENANT COMMANDER MAX HORTON, CAPTAIN

OF THE E9 AFTER SINKING THE GERMAN LIGHT CRUISER ‘HELA’ RETURNED TO HARBOUR AND GOING IN FLEW FROM HIS
RAISED PERISCOPE THE BLACK FLAG WITH THE SKULL AND CROSSBONES ON IT, AND THUS THE ‘JOLLY ROGER’ BECAME

THE EMBLEM OF ALL SUCCESSFUL WAR TIME SUBMARINERS PUTTING ADMIRAL WILSON TO SHAME. 
THE E9 DEPICTED IN THE OIL PAINTING WAS OPERATING IN THE COLD BALTIC SEAS IN 1914 TESTING THAT HER

APPARATUS WAS WORKABLE IN SUB-ZERO TEMPERATURES WHEN THE LOG BOOK SUDDENLY READS ‘AS
CIRCUMSTANCES WERE FAVOURABLE DECIDED TO ATTEMPT TO BAG A DESTROYER’. THE E9 WORKS HER WAY TO WITHIN

600 YARDS OF HER QUARRY, FIRES AND WAITS JUST LONG ENOUGH TO BE SURE THAT HER TORPEDO IS RUNNING
STRAIGHT AND THAT THE DESTROYER IS HOLDING HER COURSE. THEN SHE ‘DIPS TO AVOID DETECTION’. HER LOG

READS WITH DEADLY SIMPLICITY: ‘AT THE CORRECT MOMENT AFTER FIRING, 45 TO 50 SECONDS HEARD THE
UNMISTAKABLE NOISE OF TORPEDO DETONATING’. FOUR MINUTES LATER SHE ROSE AND ‘FOUND DESTROYER HAD

DISAPPEARED’. 
RUDYARD KIPLING IN HIS ‘TALES OF THE TRADE’ DESCRIBES THE E9 AND TELLS OF THE COURAGE, ENDURANCE AND
PRIDE OF THE MEN INVOLVED IN OPERATING THE WORLD WAR I SUBMARINES, OFTEN LIKE THE E9, IN FREEZING ARTIC

WATERS. 
THE COMPANION PIECE TO THIS PICTURE IS IN THE COLLECTION OF THE ROYAL NAVAL SUBMARINE MUSEUM AT

GOSPORT, HAMPSHIRE, ENGLAND. IT IS ALSO SIGNED A MOORE AND HAS THE SAME DATE, IT SHOWS THE E9 VIEWING THE
LISTING AND SINKING GERMAN SHIP ‘HELA’ AND IS ENTITLED ‘WELL DONE E9’.

 


