
A FINE WEST AFRICAN, IVORY COAST, BAULE WOOD HEDDLE PULLEY
A FINE WEST AFRICAN, IVORY COAST, BAULE WOOD HEDDLE PULLEY

THE FINIAL CARVED AS A FEMALE HEAD WITH A SERENE OVAL FACE AND DOWNCAST EYES AND PROJECTING THREE
LOBED COIFFURE

OLD REDDISH GLOSSY PATINA 
LATE 19TH CENTURY – EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 19.5 CM HIGH, 6 CM WIDE, 7 CM DEEP – 8¾ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ORNAMENTAL HEDDLE PULLEYS ARE CARVED FOR THE PURPOSES OF PUBLIC DISPLAY AND ARE NOT MEANT FOR
RITUAL USE. THEY ARE FUNCTIONAL OBJECTS MADE TO SUPPORT A PAIR OF HEDDLE RODS WHICH ALLOW THE RAPID
SHED-CHANGING THAT IS A MECHANISM OF WEST AFRICAN DOUBLE HEDDLE LOOM WEAVING. THEY ARE CARVED WITH
HUMAN OR ANIMAL HEADS BY WHICH THEY ARE SUSPENDED FROM THE LOOM FRAMEWORK. THE BAULE ARE JUSTLY

FAMOUS FOR THEIR VISUAL ART TRADITIONS AND THIS SMALL FIGURATIVE SCULPTURE DEMONSTRATES THE CARVERS
MASTERY OF BOTH FUNCTION AND AESTHETIC.

 


