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AN OLD LABEL ATTACHED READING: ‘GARTERS, NEW IRELAND’
FIBRE, DRILLED WHITE SPONDYLUS SHELL WITH TUFTS OF TIED BARK CLOTH 

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 35.5 CM LONG – 14 INS LONG ( APPROX. )

 
LITERATURE

IN NEW IRELAND THE MALANGGAN WAS NOT ONLY AN IMPORTANT RITUAL CARVING BUT THE GENERIC TERM FOR A
COMPLEX OF CEREMONIES AND VARIOUS ARTEFACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THEM. THESE CEREMONIES COMBINED

INITIATION RITES FOR BOYS AND COMMEMORATIVE RITES FOR THE DEAD. THEY TOOK PLACE OVER A PERIOD OF THREE
MONTHS, THE CLIMAX BEING THE PUBLIC DISPLAY OF CARVINGS AND DANCES PERFORMED WITH FIBRE CRESTED

MASKS, WHILST DRESSED IN RITUAL JEWELLERY SUCH AS THESE GARTERS DESIGNED TO BE TIED AROUND THE ANKLE.

 


