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IN THE FORM OF A FEMALE FIGURE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 33.5 CM HIGH, 6.5 CM WIDE, 5 CM DEEP – 13¼ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

LAKE SENTANI IS ABOUT 15½ MILES LONG FROM WEST TO EAST AND IS ABOUT 5½ FROM THE NORTH COAST OF PAPUA
NEW GUINEA. ALTHOUGH THE REGION SEEMS ISOLATED GEOGRAPHICALLY THE PEOPLE HAD ESTABLISHED REGULAR
CONTACT WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD LONG BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF THE MISSIONARY G.L BINK IN 1893. HE CROSSED
THE LAKE ON A ‘KAYI’ OR WOMAN’S CANOE AND WAS PROBABLY THE FIRST WHITE MAN TO SEE THE ROOF POLES OF THE

MEN’S HOUSE WITH THEIR CHARACTERISTICALLY CARVED, ELABORATE WING LIKE PROJECTIONS. 
THE SENTANI HAD DANCE STAFFS WITH FINIALS THAT WERE ALMOST ALWAYS CARVED AS HUMAN FIGURES AND WERE

CARRIED BY MEN DURING CERTAIN CEREMONIAL DANCES. BINK NOTED THAT BY THE TIME OF HIS FIRST VISIT IN 1893 THE
SENTANI CRAFTSMEN HAD ACQUIRED THROUGH TRADE MUCH COVETED METAL KNIFE AND CHISEL BLADES WHICH
WERE USED FOR CARVING HOUSE POSTS, DRUMS AND HUMAN FIGURES. CHISELS ALSO HAD BEAUTIFULLY CARVED

HUMAN FIGURES FOR HANDLES, BUT THEY WERE SOMEWHAT SMALLER IN SIZE THAN THOSE FOUND ON DANCE STAFFS. 
TWO VERY DIFFERENT TYPES OF DUG-OUT CANOE WERE USED : THE IFA BY THE MEN AND THE KAYI BY WOMEN. THE

MEN’S BOAT WAS A NARROW ONE-MAN CRAFT WITH A SMOOTH HULL PROPELLED BY A SHORT UNDECORATED PADDLE
WITH OBLONG BLADE. THE WOMEN’S BOATS HAD CARVED ORNAMENTATION APPLIED TO THE PLATFORM LIKE PROW AND
THEIR PADDLES HAD FINELY CARVED PATTERNS ON THE BLADES AND HUMAN FIGURES TO THE TOPS. HOWEVER THESE,

ARE AGAIN SMALLER IN SIZE TO THE DANCE STAFF FINIALS CARVED AS HUMAN FIGURES.

 


