
A NORTHWEST COAST HAIDA CARVED ARGILLITE PANEL PIPE
A NORTHWEST COAST HAIDA CARVED ARGILLITE PANEL PIPE 

CIRCA 1840-1860
SIZE : 11 CM HIGH, 16.5 CM WIDE, 1.5 CM DEEP – 4¼ INS HIGH, 6½ INS WIDE, ½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 1840’S NON-HAIDA SUBJECT MATTER ALMOST COMPLETELY DOMINATED THE ARGILLITE CARVERS’ REPERTOIRE.
THIN SLABS OF ARGILLITE WERE INTRICATELY CARVED AND PIERCED INTO SILHOUETTE FRIEZES OF IMAGINATIVE SHIP

BOARD SCENES THE FIGURES USUALLY ACTIVE, BUSY AT REAL OR IMAGINED SAILORS TASKS. THEY CARVED PORTRAITS
OF SEA CAPTAINS AS WELL AS THEIR SAILING SHIPS, OFTEN OF THE MOST FREQUENTLY NON-NATIVE VISITORS TO THE

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS KNOWN AS ‘BOSTON MEN’ OR ‘KING GEORGE’S MEN’.
HOWEVER THE CARVED IMAGE ON THE FRAGMENT OF THIS PANEL PIPE COULD DEPICT AN INUIT IN HIS PARKER RATHER

THAN A EURO-AMERICAN SAILOR IN HIS SOU’WESTER.

 


