
A REMARKABLE COLLECTION OF 29 CARVED PITCAIRN FLYING FISH AND OTHER CARVINGS
A REMARKABLE COLLECTION OF 29 CARVED POLYNESIAN MIRO WOOD PITCAIRN FLYING FISH, TOGETHER WITH FOUR

OTHER PITCAIRN CARVINGS: A WALKING STICK, A PIPE RACK, A ONE HANDLED BASKET AND A FISH-SHAPED DISH
MID 19TH - MID 20TH CENTURY

 
LITERATURE

IN 1790 ON THE 23RD JANUARY, THE REMAINS OF THE SHIP 'BOUNTY' WENT UP IN FLAMES OFF THE RUGGED POLYNESIAN
ISLAND OF PITCAIRN. TODAY PITCAIRNERS COMMEMORATE THE 23RD JANUARY BY TOWING A MODEL OF THE 'BOUNTY'

ACROSS THEIR BAY AND SETTING IT ALIGHT. THE ISLANDERS, ALTHOUGH PROUD OF THEIR ANCESTRY ARE SOMEWHAT
INDIFFERENT TO THE SAGA OF 'THE MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY' THAT HAS FIRED THE IMAGINATION OF THE REST OF THE
WORLD. THEY ARE REALISTIC ABOUT THE WAY THEIR TINY ISOLATED COMMUNITY WAS FOUNDED AND HOW IT FARED. 

WHEN THEY SETTLED PITCAIRN, FLETCHER CHRISTIAN AND THE EIGHT OTHER MEN WERE NOT INSPIRED BY ANY IDEALS
OF FREEDOM OR EQUALITY. THEY EVIDENTLY TREATED THEIR TAHITIAN COMPANIONS THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM TO

PITCAIRN AS INFERIORS AND IRONICALLY, THE SMALL COMMUNITY EXPERIENCED ITS OWN BLOODY MUTINIES IN WHICH
MOST OF THE MUTINEERS, INCLUDING FLETCHER CHRISTIAN WERE KILLED. BY 1800 ONLY ONE OF THEM WAS STILL

ALIVE. STRICKEN WITH REMORSE, ALEXANDER SMITH CHANGED HIS NAME TO JOHN ADAMS AND VOWED TO BRING UP
THE SURVIVING CHILDREN AND THEIR TAHITIAN MOTHERS TO BE GOD-FEARING CHRISTIANS. HE SUCCEEDED SO WELL

THAT BY THE TIME THEIR SECRET HIDEAWAY WAS DISCOVERED IN 1808, THE FUGITIVES HAD BECOME A HAPPY AND
PIOUS PEOPLE. 

IN FEBRUARY 1808, THE AMERICAN SEALER SHIP, THE 'TOPAZ', SPIED LAND WHERE NO LAND WAS INDICATED ON THE
CHARTS. THE SHIP'S CAPTAIN, CALLED FOLGER, REALISED THAT THIS MUST BE PITCAIRN ISLAND DISCOVERED 40 YEARS

AGO BY THE BRITISH SLOOP 'SWALLOW' BUT WRONGLY LAID DOWN ON ALL SEA CHARTS AS LYING NEARLY 180 MILES
FURTHER WEST. PITCAIRN WAS LITERALLY OFF THE MAP. 

SINCE BEING DISCOVERED, PITCAIRN HAS SPREAD ITS POPULATION. MOST OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE 'BOUNTY'
NOW LIVE IN NORFOLK, ANOTHER REMOTE ISLAND 4000 MILES TO THE WEST. TODAY ONLY ABOUT 60 MEN, WOMEN AND
CHILDREN REMAIN ON PITCAIRN AND THEY ARE 6TH, 7TH, AND 8TH GENERATION DESCENDANTS OF THE MUTINEERS

AND CHRISTIAN IS STILL AN ISLAND FAMILY NAME. 
THE COMMUNITY RUNS ON A FRAGILE ECONOMY, LARGELY SUBSIDISED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND BY A

FLOURISHING TRADE IN PRETTY POSTAGE STAMPS BEARING THE HEAD OF THE QUEEN. THEY SUPPLEMENT THEIR
MODEST INCOMES BY MAKING CARVINGS FROM MIRO WOOD, HARVESTED ON THE CORAL ATOLL OF HENDERSON ISLAND,

ONE OF THREE OTHER ISLANDS BELONGING TO THE PITCAIRN GROUP. 
SINCE THE OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL, PITCAIRN HAS BEEN ON THE SEA ROUTE TO NEW ZEALAND AND THE

CARVED AND POLISHED WOODEN FISH ARE POPULAR WITH VISITING YACHTS. IN SOME MONTHS AS MANY AS 30 SHIPS
WOULD HALT BRIEFLY OFF PITCAIRN; IN OTHERS THERE WERE NONE AT ALL. THE ISLANDERS COLLECTIVELY OWN TWO
40FT LONG ALUMINIUM LONG BOATS CALLED 'TIN' AND 'TUB', THEY ARE THEIR LIFELINES LAUNCHED TO GREET PASSING



FREIGHTERS AND TOURIST BOATS. THEY GO OUT WITH BAGS OF MAIL, FRESH FRUIT AND THE MIRO WOOD CARVINGS
COMPLETED SINCE THE LAST SHIP CALLED. THEY RETURN WITH CASH FROM THE TOURISTS AND WITH DOMESTIC

GOODS ORDERED MONTHS BEFORE BY POST. 
WITH THE ADVENT OF COMMERCIAL AIRLINES FLYING TO NEW ZEALAND, THE TRANS PACIFIC CRUISE LINERS TOGETHER

WITH COMMERCIAL SHIPPING LINES DECLINED RAPIDLY FROM THE EARLY 1950'S.

 


