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SIZE: 41 CM H X 46 CM W X 18 CM D
16 INS H X 18 INS W X 7 INS D

 
LITERATURE

THE DOGS OF FO OR LION DOG IS A MYTHICAL CHINESE HYBRID LION/GUARD DOG THAT RESEMBLES THE MORE FAMILIAR
PEKINESE AND IS OFTEN DEPICTED CARVED IN WOOD OR STONE AS A GUARDIAN TO THE ENTRANCE OF BUDDHIST

TEMPLES AND SHRINES.
THE CHINESE WORD FOR LION 'SHIZI' IS PROBABLY DEVIRED FROM THE PERSIAN 'SIR' AND IT WAS ONLY THROUGH
CONTACT WITH THE WEST, PROBABLY DURING THE HAN DYNASTY, THAT CHINA BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH LIONS.
HUNTED BY THE ASSYRIAN KINGS, THAY WERE SYMBOLS OF POWER AND STRENGTH. DURING THE TANG PERIOD

AMBASSADORS SENT GIFTS OF LIONS FROM PERSIA AND INDIA WHICH WERE KEPT IN IMPERIAL ZOOS.
DOGS WERE AMONGST THE EARLIEST DOMESTICATED ANIMALS OF NEOLITHIC CHINA. THEY WERE PROBABLY BRED

FROM THE 5TH OR 4TH MILLENNIUM BC AS GUARD AND HUNTING ANIMALS AND THEY SUPPLIED HUMANS WITH FUR AND
MEAT. THE DOG FIRST APPEARS IN CHINESE ART AS THE IMPETUOUS HOUND OF THE CHASE, THEN AS THE FEROCIUOS

DOG OF WAR AND LASTLY AS THE FEARLESS GUARDIAN OF THE PALACE AND THE TEMPLE. THE HAN HUNTING DOGS
WERE OF TWO SPECIES THE FLEET, SLIM GREYHOUND USED FOR HUNTING DEER AND THE STOCKIER-BUILT MASTIFF,

BROUGHT TO CHINA BY THE ANCIENT TURKS. THIS DOG WAS PWERFULLY BUILT, CARRIED ITS TAIL CURLED ON ITS BACK
AND HAD SIMILARITIES TO THE PEKINESE AND CHOW DOGS OF TODAY.

SINCE THE LION WAS NOT A FREQUENT SIGHT IN CHINA THE CHINESE ARTIST DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE ANATOMY OF
THE ANIMAL AND CONSEQUENTLY THEY WERE DEPICTED AS RESEMBLING DOGS. THUS DOGS OF FO BECAME TEMPLE

GUARDIANS SYNONOMOUS WITH THE BUDDHIST GUARDIAN LION.

 


