
AN INDIAN, PROBABLY MUGHAL, STEEL ELEPHANT LEG RESTRAINT
AN INDIAN, PROBABLY MUGHAL, STEEL ELEPHANT LEG RESTRAINT WITH TURNED MAHOGANY 

HANDLE 
LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 87.5 CM LONG, 35.5 CM DIA. – 34½ INS LONG, 14 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

ELEPHANTS WERE USED AS SHOCK TROOPS IN INDIA FROM EARLY HISTORIC TIMES AND FEATURED LARGELY IN THE
MUGHAL ARMIES OF THE 16TH AND EARLY 17TH CENTURIES. THEY WERE EVEN OCCASIONALLY PROVIDED WITH ARMOUR

AND WITH SWORDS OF IRON WHICH WERE ATTACHED TO THE SEWN OFF TUSKS OF THE ELEPHANT. 
'MAHOUTS', TRAINED THEIR ELEPHANTS TO BE PERFECTLY OBEDIENT IN BOTH WAR AND PEACE AND WOULD HAVE USED

LEG RESTRAINTS TO KEEP THE UN-MOUNTED ELEPHANT STILL.

 


