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AN AKAN, ASHANTE, GHANA CAST BRASS SHRINE STOOL WITH AN ELEPHANT SUPPORT 

19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 10 CM HIGH, 15 CM WIDE, 7 CM DEEP – 4 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE AKAN LIVE IN THE FOREST AND COASTAL AREAS OF SOUTH EASTERN GHANA WHICH IN COLONIAL TIMES WAS THE
GOLD COAST OF WEST AFRICA. CAST IN THE SAME LOST WAX PROCESS AS THEIR GOLD WEIGHTS THIS ELEPHANT

SCULPTURE COULD BE A HEADREST, BUT IS MORE LIKELY TO BE A SHRINE STOOL, AS STOOLS ARE IMPORTANT AKAN
COURT REGALIA. THE AKAN STATE STOOL IS CARVED WITH A GOLD LEAFED ELEPHANT AND IS SAID TO SYMBOLIZE THE

STRENGTH AND POWER OF THE STATE.
THERE ARE MANY ASHANTE PROVERBS REGARDING THE POWER, MAJESTY AND WAYS OF ELEPHANTS : ONE IS 'THE

PERSON WHO WALKS BEHIND THE ELEPHANT DOESN'T GET WET FROM THE DEW ON THE GRASS'. HOWEVER MOST AKAN
HAVE NOT SEEN LIVING ELEPHANTS FOR OVER 200 YEARS, BUT THE IDEA AND SPIRIT OF THE ELEPHANT THRIVES AND IS

SUSTAINED BY THEIR FOLKLORE AND ART.

 


