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ANCIENT IPIUTAK, PRE-HISTORIC INUIT MARINE IVORY TOGGLE
ANCIENT IPIUTAK, PRE-HISTORY INUIT MARINE IVORY TOGGLE
100-600 AD

SIZE : 5 CMHIGH X3 CMDEEP

LITERATURE
THE ANCIENT INUIT OR ESKIMO CULTURES OF THE BERING STRAIT DERIVED THEIR SUBSISTENCE FROMTHE HUNTING
OF SEAMAMMALS INCLUDING THE WHALE, BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE WALRUS. THE LARGE SUPPLY OF GAVE IN THE
THE BERING STRAIT AREAENABLED THEM TO IMPROVE AND DEVELOP THEIR HUNTING METHODS, WEAPONS AND
IMPLEMENTS AND GAVE THEM THE LEISURE TO DECORATE INNUMERABLE OBJECTS WITH ENGRAVED ORNAVENT OR
CARVED FIGURES.
THIS ART IS UNIQUE IN THE WORLD AND THE MANY OBJECTS THAT WERE DECORATED WITH FINE LINEAR ENGRAVED
DESIGNS HAVE NO KNOWN ANTECEDANTS IN THE ARTIC.

DESPITE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN SIBERIA ST LAWARENCE AND THE ALASKAN MAINLAND THE EXACT ORIGIN OF THE
OLD BERING SEACULTURE IS STILL MUCH DEBATED, AND THE TRUE ORIGINS OF IPIUTAK CULTURE ARE NOT KNOVWN.
CERTAIN ARTISTIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE IPIUTAK LINK THEM TO THE ASIAN MAINLAND. THE SINO-SIBERIAN ANIMAL

STYLE IS REFLECTED IN SOME OF THE SCULPTURES, AND THEIR COMPOSITE BURIAL MASKS ARE SIMLAR TO THOSE
FOUND FOUND IN BRONZE AND JADE IN GRAVES AT ANYANG THE SHANG CAPITAL IN NORTHERN CHINA SOME SAY THAT
THE IPIUTAK WERE ATRANSPLANTED ASIAN CULTURE THAT SETTLED AT POINT HOPE ON THE COAST OF NORTH WEST

ALASKA SPREADING TO OTHER AREAS IN THE SAVE PERIOD THAT THE OLD BERING SEA CULTURE FLOURISHED IN

SIBERIAAND ST LAWRENCE ISLAND.
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF CERTAIN ASPECTS OF HARPOON TECHNOLGY IPIUTAK ART IS THE RICHEST AND MOST
SOPHISTICATED AVIONG THE CREATIONS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC INUIT OR ESKIMO. THERE IS MORE VARIETY OF FORM
AND A GREATER SENSE OF THE FANTASTIC IN ANIMAL AND BIRD SCUPLTURES THAN IS FOUND IN OLD BERING SEAART,
AND THIS IS ABLY DEMONSTRATED IN THIS WELL CARVED EXAVPLE OF IPIUTAK ART.



