
A MID-19TH CENTURY NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN, LAKOTA SIOUX WOLFSKIN MEDICINE BAG
A FINE MID-19TH CENTURY NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN, LAKOTA SIOUX, WOLFSKIN MEDICINE BUNDLE

QUILLWORK AND RED FELT DECORATION. INSCROBED 'SIOUX, WOLFSKIN BAG CRICA 1850'

 
LITERATURE

THESE SMALL MEDICINE BUNDLES WERE FOR PERSONAL USE OFTEN MADE UP AFTER A VISION QUEST AND WITH ADVICE
FROM SHAMAN,

THOSE CONSIDERED SPECIALISTS IN THE RELIGIOUS ETHOS OF THE TRIBE. THE USE OF THE ENTIRE SKIN TO MAKE THIS
BAG REFLECTS THE BELIEF ON THE PLAINS, AND BEYOND, THAT SYMBOLICALLY THE POWERS OF THE ANIMAL WOULD BE

RETAINED. 
THE PAWNEE HAD STAR BUNDLES MADE UP ACCORDING TO VISIONS RECEIVED FROM PARTICULAR STARS AND SEVERAL

HAVE BEEN FOUND TO CONTAIN FOSSILS OR PYRITES THAT WERE BELIEVED TO BE FRAGMENTS OF METEORITES -
VISITING STARS WITH MESSAGES FROM THE HEAVENS.

 


